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MILAN DESIGN WEEK

TRANSFORMATION

Witnessing a metamorphosis

You should never ask a creative
person to do something, Allegra
Hicks naid, “Because they will do i"

Ms. Hicks, an Italian-born artist
and designer, knows from experience.
For Venbce Glass Woek in 2022, she
puinted a B3square-meter (75
square-foot) tapestry before it was
embroidered with &8 poursds of glass
buads.

Last fall, she designed an instalka-
tion for & 16th-contury crypt: A di-
agrhanos hanging was unhured
against one wall and a soft, ceiling-
high erimson drop was pasitioned in
Tront of the other. With Uhat work, Ma.
Hicks said, she sought “to transform
the energy of the space.”

The idea of transformation also
animates Metamorphosis, M.
Hicks's 11-péece collection for Nilufar,
thir Milanose design gallery. A paint-
ing on lnen mmersed in resin be-
comes a table top, Beneath it, hand-
erocheted material cast in bronze
becomes its base. Elsewlere, cro-
eheted bronze becomes a lamp. The
work, Ms. Hicks naid, is about “trans-

ing, an embroidered safa (shown),
sidde tables .-.oa bar cabinet, with a

T g s that {s

soft and feminine” h‘ giving it

wtrength and *n kind of weight.*
Completing the living-roon:like

display are a silk-embeoidered hang-

together Ms. leks ‘m the
appearnnce of a molting lzards nm

a look that reflects her own cre-
ative transformations.

When she was younger, the &3-
year-ok designer said, she was more
cautious. Now, she mll!l‘d. 1 don't
feel any boundaries”

On view through Sunday at Nilu-
far, Viale Vinconzo Lancetti 34
PlbUAT.COPIL el MEGAN MoTREA

Reimagining the home interior

In *Objects May Shift,” organized by
the Rhode Island School of Design
{and RISDYs first-ever global multi-
disciplinary presentation of work,
wcording boa news rebease), stu-
dents and [aculty members lrom
severnl departments have produced
o exhibition exploring “our ever-
wvalving relationehip o — and expe-
riendce of — the domestic interbor”

Presented at SaloneSatellite — the
pavilion at the Salone del Mobile that
focuses on the work of young design-
ers — the show is directod by Anais
Missakian, o faculty member of the
RISD textile department for more
than three decaides, and Pete Oyler,
an associate profossor of furniture
dusign

“Objects May Shift” is the out-
growth of a studio course called
Tophes in Exhibithon that drew lrom
the departments of ceramics, furni-
ture design, glass, graphic design,
Inddustrial dosign, interkor architec-
ture and textikes. Among the pleces
are “The Knit Wiggle.” an uphol-
stored seat that inflates ta become a
wall, and “Untithed (Hoard),” a wov-
en jacquard tapestry that comhines
Al-generated imagery with images
of wealth, hoarding and trash. “Chair
03, Amate,” a seat with a gridlike

structure, was made of cornstarch,
eotton, mulberry fiber and post-
conwumer piger pulp

Referring to the collection's inter-
lacing of disciplines, Ms. Missakian

noted that “good d
well as functional

On view , through Sunday in booth
Al of the SalaneSatellive; shift.risd
s, PILAR VILADAS

ign I8 porous as

INDULGENCE

Time for
yourself

“There is a great contrast betwesn
the solidity of stone and smoothness
of ateol” Patricia Urguiols said about
the marriage of natural and industri-
al materials in her new bathroom
oollection for Salvatori. The 22-piece
group of fixtures and accessorios,
called the Small Hours, treats the
chambe an indulgent retreat. The
mame frvakes the late night or early
morning stretches when everyone
wround you i (st askeep and te
worl Is yours to enjoy privately

“It's your own time,’ sald Gabriele
Sulvatori, wha loads the company,

My. Salvatori sald he handed the
colloctions design to Ms, Urquiala
bocause “she has one of the most
precious (raits every human being
should have: the abality to look side-
ways and challenge the status quo.”
Both b and his collaborator dbed
the extensive use of steel as a dotour
from the norm in upscale bathrooms.

The line inchides wall-hung, coun-
tertop and free-standing wosh
5ins; a brushed stainless-stee] back-
splash; LED-illuminated mirrors ;

Ms. Urguiola described the pro-
duction prcess as “slow and pas-
slanate” Humor was also involved

The mirrors can be ordered with the

Wil

Patricia

words, “Bolieve me or your eyes”
inspired by a famous Marx Brothers
quate. The impish gesture, Mr. Salva-
tord said, s reminiscent of & message
scrawled in lipstick across the glass.

for Saivatori is called the Small Hours.

The collection, which will be avail-
able in July, is on view through
Sunday in Salvatoris showroom at
Via Solferino 11; salvatoriofficial
COM. ARLENE IH1RST

BEHIND THE SCENES

A double dose of design

By now, the architect, designer and
Milan fixture Piero Lissoni can con-
sidder himsoll & Salone del Mobile
veteran. Over the past four decades,
he has designed furniture, kitchens
and materials for many of the stand-
out companies represented at the fair
Even this year, his list of projects
sounds more like a life's work. " BRB
Italin, Floa, Porro, De Padova,
Kartell” be rattled ofL “A new genera-
tion of kitchens for Boffi, New sofas
for Living Divan”

But the thrill, he said, never gets
old: “The design week, lor me, is like
a boautiful performance. Every year |
discover new things. It's a no-limits
Inwitation to Disreykand. "

As usual, Lissoni creations will be
distributed among the Salone fair-
rounds and major city-center show-
rooms, But this vear the designer is
alsn inviting visitors 1o peek into his
own headquarters in the fashionable
Brera district

“The open studio is a great mo-
ment to show thee public owr day-by-
day life” ha said. In addition o flaunt-

projects — like the Dorothea Hotel in
Budapest and the spa at the Fon-
tainebleau Las Vogas — the creative
team will display the resubts of its
anuial in-house congpetition 1o de-
sgn o full-scale installation for Milan
Design Woek. This year, the entries

Piers Lissoni is inviting the pubiie into his studio during Milan Design Weeh.

skewed batanic, Me Lissoni sabd. The
rosults are “very postic; you'll have

the feeling of being inside a blassom.”

And what does the winner get? *1
olfer a beautiful collee and one gin
and tonic in the afterncon,” he said.

jstin, i & goe

The open studio runs nmmgh
Friday from I1a.m. to § p.m. at Lis-
wonl & Partners, Via Golto 8;
lissandnndparinerscom.
LAURA MAY TODD

RECYCLING

Made from scrap

Hydra, L]

When il comes (o the environment,
the Norweglan designer Lars Beller
Fietland said he and his peers often
wondered: “Are we part of the selu-
thon or are we part of the problm?™
When he discovered that Hydro, the
Norweglan renewible energy com-
pany, hod developed o methad for
recycling aliminum entirely from
post-consumer scrap, he falt as if,
Tinadly, “we have o solution”

For Milan Design Week, Mr. Beller
Fjetland worked with Hydro on an
uxhibition to highlight the design
possibilities of the recycled material,

pary, L o create

called CIRCAL 100R. He asked seven
designers, including lnga Sempé,
Max Lamb, Andreas Engesvik,
Shane Schveck, Rach
Tree and Philippe Ma
creale a home déco,
the aluminum

The pioces inchude lam
seating and shelving. M
lenge the nation of extruded alu-
i as & righd industrial product,
showcnsng its ability o be molded
and cut into something that looks
handmade. Me. Senypst's Groste lamp
fentures naturalistic, covernlike

item using only

from recyched stuminue.

ridges, and Mr, Schneck's sinuous
Nave vessels are reminiscent of an
Alvar Aalto Savoy vase. But even
with organic detalls, each item in the
exhibition can be sasily mass.
produced.

T b imwivid into this Kind of
project whare you can be part of the
salution,” Me Beller Fjetland said,
“it's just vory libernting and fun. It
pmll ol ood,*
chxhi:llum is open through
Sunday at Spazo Majocchi, Via
Achille Maiocchi T; hydro,com/en.
LALHEN MESSMAN

SHOWCASE

Using older

Lionel Jadot, s Belgian designer and
architect, is partial to retrofitting old
mamifacturing buildings. His own
company, Zavortem Atoliors, occu
pies a 6,000-squarc-meter (4,583
square foot) 1Bth-century paper

factory near Brussels. During Milan
Design Woek he is again transform-
ing & run-down industrial site into o
showease for young talent

He has organized a display of
furniture, lighting, textiles and sculp-
ture by more than 30 designers,
studios and artists — mostly fram
Baelgium but also a handful from
other count ries. All NID-' works are
|nrwn|r<| s

T8 5T7-square-foot ) I95I:1 industrial
|-|||I\|I||g in e Baranzate munici-
pality northwest of contral Milan,
under the name Baranzate Ateliers,
its socond appearance ot Design
Wesk,

“I'm part of a family of makers
since six generations. Mr. Jadot
sabd. “1lnow what & struggle it is 1o
e i your warkshop, 1o try to
produce, to try 1o connect with pec-
ple, to croate collaboration.”

Marny of the pleces straddle the
line betwoen furniture and sculpluse.
Mircea Anghel, a designer in Lisbon,
makes tables asd chairs from rough
stones and polishod wood, Studio
Elmentaires in Belgium combines
bits of the urban fabric {aluminum,
mators, reflective filers) with LEDs
o ereate kinetic lighting, KRJST
Studio in Belgium weaves tapestries

spaces for new talent

WRIST Studic’s

st Baranzate Ateliors.

‘with “the monstrous creatures that
haunt our dreams, nol as extersal
threats, but rathor as marmors of our
own dark side,” said Justine de Mori-
amé, a founder with Erika Schille-
bewckx of the studio, which is dis-
playing examples of such work,
including the hanging called Kappa.
The tapestrios are inspired by the
phenomenon of parebdalia, or the

tendency to see shapes of muake
pictures out of randomness, 11 is
these harmonious or chaotic rever:
ie= that form the basis of our imagi-
nations and porsonal mythologies,”
Ms, Schillebeecly added

Baranzate Ateliers is on view
Uhrough Sunday at Via Gaudenzio
Fantoli 1/3; baranzateatoliors com.
STEPHEN THEFFINGER
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[srael mustn’t
follow Irans
big mistake

Thomas L. Friedman

OPINION

1t would be easy to be dazzied by U
y Isrneli, American and other allied

ries shot down virtually every
Irnndan drone, erulse missibe and bal
listic missile launched at Israel on
Soturday and conchucde that Iran hod
made its point — retaliating for Israol's
allegedly killing a top Iranian com-
mander operating against lsrael from
Syrin — and now we can call it a day.

That would bo a dangerous misread-
Ing of what just happened and & huge
eopalitical mistake by the West and
the world at large.

There now needs to be & massive,
wustained, global initiative to isolate
Iran — not ondy to deter it {rom trying

F.nduring a mass abduction

MAIDUGURI, NIGERIA

Kidnapped with 275 girls
in 2014, she escaped at

last. Many remain missing.

BY ISMAIL ALFA AND RUTH MACLEAN

Saraty Danda had been kidnapped. 1t
was 204, she was 16, and she was in a
truck packed with her classmatos hiad
ing into the bush in northeastern Ni-
geria, a member of the terrorist group
Boko Haram ot the wheel. The girls'
baarding school in Chibok, miles behind
them, had been set on fire.

Then she noticed thit some girds wers
jumphng off the back of the truck, she
=aid, some alone, others in pairs, holding
hands, They ran and hid in the serub as
the truck trundled on,

But before Ms. Dauda coubd jump, she
waidl, one girl raised the alarm, shouting
that others were “dropping and run-
ning.” Their abductors stopped, secured
the truck and comtinued toward what,
Tor M. Diuda, wouild prove a life-<hang-
ing nine years in capsivity

“1f she hadn't shouted that, we would
have all escaped” Ms. Dawda said in o
series of interviewslast week in the city

such an
The US. again but inlm::u give

reasan to lsrael not
‘“‘HI‘"’ ®  to automatically
w i linte militarily.
bve o impose it would be a
sancions and  grievous ermor, ton
iwalabe Iran, Iran has a regional

network, and lsrsel
needs 4 reglonal
alliance, along with the US., o deter it

of the ¥ of Boko
Harmim's vielent insurgency.

Kidnapped from their dormitory al-
most exactly 10 years ago, the 276 cap-
tives knewn s the Chibok Is were
catapulied to fame by Michelle Obama,
In churches that wok up the mostly
ristian students’ cause and by cam-
paigners using the slogan * Bring Back
Our Girls™

“The only crime of these girls wos to
o m school” sald Allen Manasseh, a

over the long run.

S0 major di
and economic consequences for ran,
with countries like China finally step-
ping up: When Tehran fired all those
drones and missiles, it could not know
that virtually all of them would ba
intercepted. Some were shot down
over Jerusalem. A missile could have
it al-Aqsa Mosgue, one of Isian's
hotiest shrines, ( You can seo pictures
online of Iranian rockets being inter-
copled in the skies right over the
mosque.) Ancther could have hit the
lsraeli Partiament or a high-rise apart-
et s, Causing mssive casu:
alties.

In other words, we are talking about
n oncalition without precedent in the
lang: running, tightly contained, shad-
ow war between Iran and lsmel that
had abmost exclusively been limited 1o
targoted lsraoli strikes agains Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps units i
Lebanon and Syria — where they have
1o buusiness being in the first place

Iran retaliating by having its Leba-
mese praxy militia, Hezballah, fire
rockets at larael.

But Israel hos never launched such a
massive missile strike directly at [ran,
and Iran had never done so io lsrael,
either, before this. Indeed, no country
FRIEDMAN, PAGE 19

The New Yk Times publishes opinion
fram a wide range of perspectives in
hupes of promoting constructive debate
aboul consequential questions.

Salman Rushdie’s vision is undiminished

In “Knife,”

T from Chibok who b v
years pushing for tholr reloase.

Thoebr lives have taken wildly differem
tums since the abduction. Some es-
caped almost immedintely; 103 were re-
loased & fow yoars later after nogotia-
tions. A dozen or so now live abroad, in-
cluding in the Uniled States. As many as
#2 are still missing, perhaps killed or
still hold hastage.

Chibwok was the first mass kidnapping
from & schiool in Nigoria — but far from
e kst Today, kidnapping — including
of large groups of children — has be-
come a business neross the West African
country, with rnsom payments the
main motivation

“The tragedy of Chibok plays over
and over every week,* sald Pat Griffiths,
a spokesman with the International
Committee of the Red Cross in Maid-
ugur.

The Chibok Girls are only the most
prominent victims of a 15-year conflict
with Islamast militants that, despite the
hundreds of thousands of people killed
and millions uproated, has krgely been
forgotten anid othor wars

Maore than 23,000 people in northeast -
e Nigerin are rogistered as missing
with the Red Cross — globally, its secomd
biggest caseload after [rag, But thatis a
vast underestimate, Mr. Griffiths said.

Belore she was abducted, Ms. Dasda
said, she was a happy teenager in a
large, close-knit Christian family. She
Howveed playing with dalbs mnd dreamed of
becoming a fushion designer. She was

pays tribute to his

| Wt
write & book which was about beth love and hatred — ene lvlmlnlll‘lw othes,” he sald.

TR P T O TS

Saratu Duvda was one of 776 girls abducted by Boko Haram in Chibok, Nigeria, in 2014 The ease setofl o global campalgn for thelr relurm.

her father's pet and adored her mother.

For months after being captured, Ms.
Umlda said, the girls shept outside in the
mbisa forest, Boko Haran's hide-out,
listoned to a steady stream af Islamic
preachers and fought over limited water
supplies. When two girls tried to escape,
she sald, they were whipped in from of
the others.

The author’s new memoir,
‘Knife, addresses the 2022
attack that maimed him

BY SARAH LYALL

Last May, nine months after the knife at-
tack that pearly killed him, Salman
Rushdie made o surprise appoarance al
the 2023 PEN America literary gala. His
voice was woak and he was noticeably
thinmer than usual; one of his syegloss
len: was blacked out, bocouse his
right eye had been blinded in the as-
sault, But ayone wondering whother
the suthor was still his okd exuberant
self would have been immediately ro-

marks, with o racy X

“1 want to remind people in the room
‘who might not remember that *Valley of
the Dolls’ was published in the same
publishing seasen ws Philip Roth's ‘Part.
noy's Complaint,” he said, rifling on an
warlior speakor’s mention of Jacqueling
Susani’s potbiler. “And when Jacque-

Then, she said, they were given a
chobee: Get married or become a slave
who could be summoned for hoasework
oF e

M Dauda chose marriage, con-
verted o Islam and changed her first
name to Aisha. She was presented with
& man b his late 205 whose job was 1o
shoot video of Boko Horam's batiles,

line Susann was askod what she thought
atwout Philip Roth's great novel” — with
itsenthusiastically self-pleasuring main
character — “she said, T ihink he's very
talented bust | wouldn't want to shake his
hand.'"

It was dassic Rushdie, improvisa-
thonal literary wit deployed during a sol-
emn occasion, in this case his accepl-
ance of the organization’s Centenary
Courage Award It was also a trh
umghant signal that his brush with
death — more than three decades after
Ayatedlah Rubollah Khomedni of Tran is-
sued a fatwa calling for Rushdie's mur-
der over the novel “The Satanic Verses™

b dampened neither his spirit nor
ks dhetermination to lve life in the open.

His new book, “Knife,” which will be
publishid on Tuesday, is & harrowing ac-
count of the attack and its aflermath,
and a reminder of how gravely injured
Ive was, It's also & deeply moving love
stor t abiributes much of his recov-
ery and good spirits o e lendes, brave
support of his wile of three years, the
ot and ovelist Rachel Eliza Griffiths,
RUSHINE, PAGE 2

Hours after they met, they were mar-
ried.

He was not cruel to her, she sakd, but
alter a few months, he came home one
day and found her playing with a doll
she hasd Bashioned out of clay and made a
dress for.

“You're playing with idols? You want
NIGERIA, PAGE 2

Arab nations
fear conflict

may be hard

to contain

NEWS ANALYSIS

Middle East on high alert
after Iran's strikes on lsrael
heighten risks of escalation

BY ALISSA ) RUB
AND VIVIAN NEREIM

Arab countries, inchiding the United
Arab Emirates, Oman, Jordan and
Egypt, have tried for months to tamp
down the conflict between lsrael and
Hamas, sepocially alter it widened toin-

backed by [ran and
ambedded deep within the Arab world,
Some of them. like the Houthis in Yo
on, threaten Arab governments as well,

But the Iranian drone and missile at-
tack on larael over the weokend, which
put the entire region on alert, made the
mew readity unavoidable: Unlike past ls-

bi-Palestinian conflicts, and even
those invelving lsrael and Lebanon or
Syria, this ome keeps expanding.

“Part of why those wars were con-
tained was that they were not a direct
conframtation between lsrael and Iran.”
sald Randa Slin, a senior fellow at the
Washington-based Middle East Insti-
tute. “But now we are entering this era
where a direct confromtation botween
Isrmod and Iran — that coubd drag the re-
pon into the conflict ard that could drig
the U i — mow Uhal prospect of o re-
sghonal war is going to bo on the table all
the time.”

For the moment, the only countervail-
ing foree is the desire of both the United
States and its longtime foe Iran to avoid
a widening of the conflict, said Joost
Hiltermann, the International Crisis
Group's program director for the Mididle
East and North Africa,

“1 mm heartened by the fact that the
anly ones whowant a war are lsrael and
Hamas,” b said. “The Iranians are still
talking o the Americans,” b sald, relor-
ring to messages sent in recentdays be-
tween the two by intermediaries inchud-
ing Switzorland and Oman,

The Iranianmessage, Mr. Hitermann
said, made clear they were looking to
demonsrate el power, nol expand
the war, “They sabd, There Is golng 1o be
an attack, but we are gaing to keep it im-
ited, ™ he said,

Still, for citizens of Arab countries,
many of whom watched scores of drones
annd prelsaibos stroaking scross thetr sKics
on Saturday, professions of desire to
avold a wider war are a slender thread
on which to hang their future. Dismay
over the sttack was evident in many
public comments, and in private omes,
too, though others celebrated it

Officlals and analysts in the region
were divided over whether Iran's attack
sl s pair countries with longstanding
ties to the United States to push for still
more engagement — and security guar-
antees — from Washington or (o dis-
tance themselves in an effort 1o keep
MIDDLE EAST. PAGE §
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